ON THE CYCLOPS' BIRTH MYTH 


I remembered my original idea on the Cyclops' birth myth, which seems to me quite likely, since I 
confronted it with various references found on the net. 


I'm referring to the well-known episode from the Odyssey which describes the Cyclops 
Polyphemus, a gigantic monster with just one eye. 


Considering the oral hypothesis, the episode described by Homer would have originated in a much 
earlier period, and then be transmitted orally, withdrawing from previous traditions of stereotypes. 
In such an era, the legend about the Cyclops and the Lestrigoni, ancient inhabitants of Sicily, could 
have been manipulated by a hypothetical original creator of our history, for “needs of script”. 


According to Thucydides, the legend of the Cyclops belongs more to the fantastic sphere than to the 
historical tale, attesting mainly in the extraordinary poem the Odyssey is. There, Cyclopes are 
described as one-eyed creatures, but they should have originally been a binocular species, mainly to 
meet the natural needs of predation. 


The innatural distortion the passage to monocular beings created could be properly explained 
answering the following question: 


* how could Ulysses have instantly blinded Polyphemus, if he'd had not one but two eyes? 


